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PENNSYLVANIA


MULTIPLE DISTRICT 14


OF LIONS INTERNATIONAL


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS


ARTICLE I - NAME

Section 1. 
This organization shall be known as Pennsylvania Multiple District No. 14, Lions International, hereinafter interchangeably referred to as Multiple District.


ARTICLE II - OBJECTS

Section 1. 
To provide an administrative structure with which to advance the Purposes and Objects of Lions Clubs International in this Multiple District.


ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. 
The members of this Organization shall be all Lions Clubs in this Multiple District chartered by Lions Clubs International.

Section 2.
This Multiple District shall consist of eighteen Sub-Districts, with boundary lines as adopted by a Multiple District Convention and approved by the Board of Directors of Lions International.  For identification purposes, Multiple District 14 shall be divided into three Regions, hereinafter-called Eastern, Central, and Western.  Each Region shall consist of the following Sub Districts, listed alphabetically and by counties.


EASTERN

14-A
Bucks, Delaware, Philadelphia

14-H
Lackawanna, Susquehanna, Wayne, Wyoming

14-K
Lehigh, Northampton

14-P
Berks, Chester 

14-R
Montgomery

14-U
Carbon, Monroe, Pike, Schuylkill

14-W
Luzerne


CENTRAL

14-C
Adams, Cumberland, York

14-D
Lancaster, Lebanon

14-G
Bradford, Centre, Clinton, Columbia, Lycoming, Montour, Northumberland, Potter, Snyder, Sullivan, Tioga, Union

14-L
Bedford, Blair, Fulton, Huntingdon, Mifflin

14-T
Dauphin, Franklin, Juniata, Perry

WESTERN

14-B
Allegheny

14-E
Westmoreland

14-F
Crawford, Erie, Forest, McKean, Mercer, Venango, Warren

14-J
Cambria, Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Indiana, Jefferson

14-M
Fayette, Greene, Somerset, Washington

14-N
Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Clarion, Lawrence


ARTICLE IV - STATE COUNCIL AND OFFICERS

Section 1.
The Officers of this Multiple District shall be members of the Multiple District Council of Governors, sometimes hereinafter referred to as "State Council."

Section 2.
No officer shall receive any compensation or any service reward to this Multiple District in any official capacity with the exception of the State Council Administrator or employees who shall be fixed by the State Council.


ARTICLE V - STATE COUNCIL

Section 1.
There shall be a State Council composed of all of the District Governors in the Multiple District and Chairperson of State Council (who shall be a Past District Governor), who are the voting members. The State Council Chairperson shall be selected on a rotation basis by District commencing with the year 1990-91, who for that year shall be from sub-district 14-A, and for the year 1991-92 shall be from the sub-district 14-B, and shall continue in alphabetical order to maintain the principle of rotation consistent herewith.

Section 2. 
The officers of the Multiple District shall be the State Council Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Council of Governors (who constitute the executive officers), State Administrator (who shall be the administrative officer) and such other officers as may be designated by the Council of Governors.

Section 3. 
The Council shall appoint annually a Protocol Chairperson for the Multiple District 14.  The duties of this position shall be as provided in the By-Laws.

Section 4. 
The Chairperson of the State Council shall be the Immediate Past District Governor who had served in the capacity of Vice-Chairperson during the preceding year, who for the year 1978-79 shall be from sub-district H.  In the event, either before or after taking the chairpersonship, if unable or refuses to serve, or having accepted, resigns or dies, then the District Governor of that sub-district shall appoint a Past-District Governor who is resident in and a member in good standing of a Lions Club in that sub-district to serve out the term of office.

Section 5.
The Vice-Chairperson of the State Council shall be a District Governor, who for the year 1978-79 shall be the one elected in sub-district 14-J and thereafter the Office of Vice-Chairperson shall rotate annually among the District Governors in alphabetical order according to sub-districts.

Section 6. 
The State Council-elect shall hold a preliminary Meeting immediately following the close of the Annual State Convention for organizational purposes and shall hold a regular meeting within sixty (60) days after the date on which the District Governors officially take office, and such other meetings as it deems advisable.  The Council Chairperson, or the State Administrator at the Chairperson's direction shall issue a written call for each meeting of the Council, with the time and place thereof to be set out in the call and to be determined by the Chairperson.  The Council shall determine the date of any meeting save the first, which will be set by the Chairperson.

Section 7.
Powers of Council

Except where inconsistent with and contrary to the provisions of the Articles of Incorporation and Constitution and By-Laws of The International Association of Lions Clubs, the powers granted therein to the Board of Directors of said Association, and the policies and acts of said Board of Directors, the Multiple District Council shall:


A.
Have jurisdiction and control over all officers and agents, when acting as such, of the Council of Governors and all committees of the Multiple District and Multiple District Convention.


B.
Have management and control over the property, business, and funds of the Multiple District.


C.
Have jurisdiction, control, and supervision over all phases of the Multiple District Convention, Multiple District Council Meetings and all other meetings of the Multiple District.

           D.        Have original jurisdiction, when authorized under policy of said

                      International Board and under rules of procedure prescribed by 

                                 said Board, to hear and rule upon any complaint of a  

                                 Constitutional nature raised by any Sub-District or Districts, any

                                  Lions Club, or any member of a Lions Club in the Multiple 

                                 District.  All such rulings of the Council shall be subject to 

                                 review and decision by said International Board.

E. District and committees of the Multiple District and Multiple 

           District Convention. No obligation may be approved or made 

           which shall effect an unbalanced budget or deficit in any fiscal

           year.

F. A Special Convention of the clubs of the Multiple District may be

          called by a two-thirds vote of the Council of Governors at such

          time and place as they shall determine; provided that such 

          Special Convention shall conclude no less than 15 days prior to 

          the convening of the International Convention. Written notice of

          the Special Convention setting forth the time, place and purpose 

          thereof, shall be provided to each club in the Multiple District by 

          the Multiple District Council Administrator, no less than 30 days 

          prior to the convening date of the Special Convention.

Section 8. 
The personal presence of a majority of the Council shall constitute a quorum at any meeting.

ARTICLE VI - STATE CONVENTION

Section 1. 
An annual convention of this Multiple District shall be held in each year prior to the International Convention either at a place selected by a previous annual convention of this Multiple District or as determined by State Council upon recommendation of the State Convention /Council Meeting Consultant as provided in Article I, Section 1 of the By-Laws and at a date and time fixed by Council.

Section 2.
The members of the Council shall be the Officers of the Annual Multiple District convention.

Section 3.
A convention of each Sub-District in the Multiple District shall be held, annually, in conjunction with the Multiple District convention, or at such other date, time, and place prior thereto as determined by the Sub-District Cabinet.  A meeting of the registered delegates of a Sub-District in attendance at a Multiple District convention may constitute the annual convention of said Sub-District.

Section 4.
Each chartered club in good standing in Lions Clubs International, and its district, and this multiple district shall be entitled in each convention of this multiple district to one (1) delegate and one (1) alternate for each ten (10) members, who have been enrolled for at least one year and a day in the club or major fraction thereof, of said club as shown by the records of the international office on the first day of the month last preceding that month during which the convention is held. The major fraction referred to in this section shall be five (5) or more members. Each certified delegate present in person shall be entitled to cast one (1) vote only for each office to be filled by, and one (1) vote only on each question submitted to, the respective convention. Unless otherwise specified herein, the affirmative vote of a majority of the delegates voting on any question shall be the act of the convention. Delinquent dues may be paid and good standing acquired at any time prior to the close of credential certification, as such closing time shall be established by the rules of the respective convention.

Each Past District Governor in a Lions Club in good standing of this Multiple District shall be entitled to full delegate privileges at each State 

Convention and each convention of the sub-district of which he/she is a club member.

No such Past District Governor shall be included in the delegate quota of his/her club for any such convention.

Section 5.
Such registration fee as the Council shall set may be collected, under procedures set by the Council, from each delegate, alternate, and guest attending the Multiple District convention and all such persons may attend or participate in any session, proceeding or activity only after registering and paying such fee.

Section 6.
 A majority of the delegates in attendance at any session of a sub- or multiple district convention shall constitute a quorum.

Section 7.
Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Multiple District convention, an official report thereof shall be mailed to Lions International and when requested, to each club in the Multiple District by the Council, or, at its direction, by the State Council Administrator.


ARTICLE VII - STATE AND SUB-DISTRICT DUES AND CONVENTION FUND

Section 1.
To provide revenue to defray the administrative expenses of this Multiple District and of each Sub-District hereof and a Multiple Convention Fund, an annual per capita dues of $13.00 is hereby levied upon each member of each club in the Multiple District for the fiscal year starting July 1, 1997.  These dues shall be collected and paid in advance for each club except newly chartered and reorganized clubs in two semi-annual payments as follows:  $6.50 per member starting July 1, 1997 and each January 1, thereafter.  These dues shall be collected from the clubs in the Multiple District by and be remitted to the State Administrator, who shall deposit the monies so collected in an account or accounts in a bank or other depository chosen by the State Council

Section 2.
The funds so collected shall be used, distributed, and credited as follows:



A.
(a)
State Convention Administrative Fund - 25 cents


(b)
International Convention Fund - 65 cents


(c)
Promotional Fund - 25 cents


(d)
District Governors International Convention Expense Fund - 35     cents


(e)
State Council Administrative Fund - $6.50


(f)
Sub-Districts Administrative Fund - $2.00


(g)
Pennsylvania News Publication Fund -$1.50

(h) All State Band - $1.50 (may be taken from project money)

B.  
From and after July 1, 1998, the State Council of Governors shall be empowered to levy a carrying charge, as it may set forth from time to time, at a rate not to exceed the maximum amount permitted by State Law, on past due club account  balances as determined by the State Council.

C. The Sub-Districts Administrative Funds collected shall be credited to the Sub-Districts Administrative Account and shall be disbursed semi-annually to each Sub-District Governor on the basis of $1.00 per member per District.  The District Governors International Convention Expense Funds collected shall be disbursed only to and among those outgoing District Governors who attend the International Convention, subject to the Multiple District Rules of Audit.  Any unused amount shall be accumulated by the State Administrator for use at future conventions, which may be both more distant and expensive.

D.  
The cost of bonding the State Administrator and such other officers or employees duly authorized by the Council to handle the funds of the Multiple District shall be an administrative expense.

E.  
The Council shall provide for an annual or more frequent audit of the Multiple District Convention Fund and shall give an annual financial report of said fund to each Multiple District convention.

ARTICLE VIII – AMENDMENTS

Section 1. 
This Constitution may be amended only at the Multiple District Convention by amendment reported by the committee on Constitution and By-Laws at such annual meeting and adopted by the affirmative vote of two thirds (2/3) of the certified delegates voting at such meeting. No amendment shall be reported to a convention for a vote unless it shall first secure approval in one of the following two (2) methods:



a.
have been approved by the Council of Governors,






or

b.
have been approved by Resolutions of the Convention of a sub-district representing no less than two third (2/3)  of the total number of members of the clubs of the sub district as of July 1 of the fiscal year in which the amendment is submitted to the Council of Governors for ballot placement.

Section 2.
No amendment shall be so reported or voted upon unless the same shall have been furnished in writing to each club no less than thirty (30) days prior to the convening date of the annual convention with notice that the same will be voted upon at said convention.

Section 3. 
Each amendment shall take effect at the close of the convention at which adopted unless otherwise specified in the amendment.

ARTICLE IX

EFFECTIVE TIME

Section 1.
The Constitution changes shall take effect at the close of the Multiple District Convention at which the same is adopted by a two third (2/3) majority of the votes cast.

BY LAWS

ARTICLE I

MULTIPLE DISTRICT CONVENTION

Section 1.
CONVENTION SITE SELECTION.  The chairperson of the Council of Governors shall receive invitations in writing from the areas in the sub-district rotation process to host the annual State Convention. All invitations shall set forth such information as outlined in the bid form as the Council of Governors shall from time to time prescribe and shall be delivered to the chairperson no later than 2 years prior to the convening date of the convention at which they are to be voted upon. Procedure to be followed in investigation of bids and in presentation of the same to convention, as well as action to be taken by a convention in event no bids are acceptable to or so received by the Council of Governors shall be determined by the Council of Governors.

Section 2.
OFFICERS.  The members of the Council of Governors shall be the officers of the annual Multiple District Convention.

Section 3.
ORDER OF CONVENTION BUSINESS. The Multiple District Council of Governors shall arrange the order of business for the Multiple District Convention, and the same shall be the order of the day for all sessions.

Section 4.
RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEDURE.  Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Constitution and By Laws, or in the Rules of Procedure adopted for a meeting, all questions of order and procedure in any convention, any meeting of the Council of Governors, or Multiple District committee shall be determined by ROBERT’S RULE OF ORDER, NEWLY REVISED.

Section 5.
OFFICIAL REPORT.  Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Multiple District Convention, an official report shall be forwarded to Lions Clubs International and when requested, by each club in the Multiple District by the Council of Governors or, at its direction, by the State Administrator.

Section 6.
SUB-DISTRICT CONVENTION.  A meeting of the registered delegates of a sub-district in attendance at a multiple district convention may constitute the annual convention of said sub-district.

a.
Any member of a club in the sub-district seeking the office of District Governor, First Vice District Governor or Second Vice District Governor at an annual State Convention shall file his/her intention in writing with the Nominating Committee not less than seven (7) business days prior to the day of its report to the convention, and furnish therewith evidence of compliance with the qualifications for said office set out in the International Constitution and By-Laws. The nominating committee shall place in nomination at the convention the names of all candidates so qualified.

Section 7.
 VOTE.  The election shall be by secret ballot.  The nominee receiving a majority of the votes cast shall be declared endorsed (elected) as the candidate of the multiple district convention.  In the event of a tie vote, or failure of one nominee to receive the required majority, on any ballot, balloting shall continue with respect to the two nominees only who received the largest number of votes on the previous ballot until one receives the required majority of the votes cast.

ARTICLE II

DISTRICT GOVERNOR /FIRST OR SECOND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR VACANCY PROCEDURE

Section 1.
In the event a vacancy occurs in the office of district governor under these by-laws or the constitution, the first vice district governor shall act as district governor and shall perform the duties of, and have the same authority as, the district governor until such time as said vacancy is filled by the International Board of Directors for the remainder of the term as provided for in subsection (e) of this section.  In the event a vacancy occurs in the off of first or second vice district governor, said vacancy shall be filled in accordance with the district (single, sub- and multiple) constitution and by-laws.

Section 2.
The International Board of Directors may make such appointment prior to the time when the term of an elected District Governor commences under the constitution and if so made such appointees shall be treated as if elected to said office, subject to regular expense audit rules. In making such appointments- and in filling any vacancy in the office of District Governor under these by laws or constitution – the International Board of Directors shall not be bound by but shall consider any recommendation resolved at a meeting of which the District Governor, Immediate Past District Governor, First and Second Vice District Governor, the Region Chairpersons, Zone Chairpersons and the Secretary and Treasurer or Secretary/Treasurer and all Past International Presidents, Past International Directors and Past District Governors who are members in good standing of a chartered Lions club in good standing in the district have received invitations to attend. Said meeting is to be held within fifteen (15) days of notification by the International Board of Directors. It shall be the duty of the immediate past district governor, if he/she is not available, the most recent past district governor who is available, to send out invitations to attend said meeting; it shall also be his/her responsibility to preside as chairperson of said meeting. It is the duty of the chairperson to convey the results to the International Board of Directors within seven (7) days, together with evidence of invitations sent and attendance at said meeting.  Each Lion who is entitled to receive an invitation to attend and is present at said meeting shall be entitled to cast one vote for the Lion of his/her choice as the nominee for the office of District Governor,  First Vice District Governor or Second Vice District Governor.

Section 3.
In event a vacancy occurs in the office of First Vice District Governor or Second Vice District Governor, a Lion shall meet the following qualifications:

a.
Be an active member in good standing of a chartered Lions club in good standing in his/her single or sub district.

b.
have served or will have served at the time he/she takes office as First Vice District Governor or Second Vice District Governor:

1.
as an officer of a Lions club for a full term or major portion thereof; and

2.
as a member of the district cabinet for a full term or major portion thereof.

3. with none of the above being accomplished

                                           concurrently.

ARTICLE III

DUTIES OF MULTIPLE COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS AND COMMITTEES

Section 1.
MULTIPLE DISTRICT COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS…The Council of Governors shall:

a.
make all contracts and approve all bills relating to State Convention administrative expenses;

b.
designate a depository for Multiple District Funds;

c. Determine the amount of surety bond for State Administrator and such other officers and employees authorized by the Council to handle funds and approve the Surety Company issuing said bond;

d. Receive financial reports, semi-annually or more frequently, from the State Administrator, if necessary, and provide for an audit at the end of the fiscal year of the books and accounts of the State Administrator.

Section 2
MULTIPLE DISTRICT COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON.  The multiple District Council Chairperson shall be the coordinator of the Multiple District and shall act on behalf of and upon delegation from Council of Governors.  His/her specific responsibilities shall be to:


a.
Further the purposes of the association;

b.
provide leadership, direction and initiative for international and multiple district programs, goals and long range planning.

c.
create and foster harmony and unity among the  sub districts and assist District Governors with solving issues;

d.
chair over the multiple district convention and all meetings of the Council of Governors;

e.
submit reports and perform such duties as may be required by the multiple district constitution and by-laws;

f.
perform other such administrative duties as may be assigned by the Council of Governors; and 

g.
facilitate at the close of his/her term of office the timely presentation of all multiple district accounts, funds and records to his/her successor in office.

Section 3.
MULTIPLE DISTRICT STATE ADMINISTRATOR. Under the supervision and direction of the State Council of Governors, the State Administrator shall:

a. keep an accurate record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Council, and within ten (10) days after each meeting forward copies thereof to all members of the Council, and the office of Lions International;

b. assist the Council in conducting the business of the Multiple District, and perform such other duties as are specified or implied in the Constitution and By-Laws, or as may be assigned to him/her from time to time by the Council of Governors;

c.
Receive and give proper receipts for all Multiple District per capita dues, required to be paid over to him/her hereunder by the Lions Clubs of Multiple District 14, deposit the same in a bank or banks designated by the Council, and disburse the same, as per policy, under the supervision and control of the Council by checks drawn against said deposits signed by himself/herself and/or counter-signed by the Council Chairperson or any other duly authorized person;

d.
keep accurate books and records of account and minutes of all Council and Multiple District meetings and permit inspection of the same by any member of the Council or any club in the Multiple District (or any duly authorized agent of either) at any reasonable time for any proper purpose;

e.
secure bond for the faithful performance of the duties in such sum and with such sureties as may be required by the Council of Governors.

Section 4.
MULTIPLE DISTRICT PROTOCOL CHAIRPERSON.  Under the supervision and direction of the Council of Governors, the protocol chairperson shall:

a.
at all events attended by visiting dignitaries, provide seating charts in keeping with the Association’s official protocol; insure that spoken introductions are based on the same.  Insure that dress requirements are clear for all events.

b.
arrange for proper airport (or other arrival) greetings, arrange suitable transportation to hotel or other lodging, inspect hotel room in advance to insure its suitability and provide appropriate amenities (flowers/fruit etc.).

c.
arrange for the proper escort of visitors to each function on the schedule.

d.
arrange courtesy calls on local government leaders (or regional and/or national leaders if the location suggests this as a possibility) as the visitors schedule permits.

e.
coordinate public relations media exposure such as television, radio and print media as necessary.

e. coordinate departure from hotel and transportation to airport (or other departure venue)

Section 5.
The members of the Seated State Council shall not be eligible for any appointment to a state committee until the First State Council Meeting after leaving office.  Any Lion serving on a state committee that is elected or appointed District Governor or Vice District Governor shall resign immediately from the State Committee. Any Lion who seeks to be a candidate for International Office and has received the sub district endorsement shall resign as a member of the state committee.

ARTICLE IV

MULTIPLE DISTRICT COMMITTEES

Section 1.
MULTIPLE DISTRICT CONVENTION COMMITTEES. The Council of Governors shall appoint, designate the chairperson of, and fill any vacancies occurring in the following multiple districts convention’s committees:  Resolution, Nominations, Elections, Credentials, Rules and Necrology. Each sub-district shall have at least one representative on each such committee. These committees shall perform such duties as the Council of Governors shall designate. The chairperson of the committee shall come from the District hosting the convention.

Section 2.
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. A convention sergeant-at-arms and such assistant sergeant-at-arms as it deems necessary shall be appointed by the host district convention committee and approved by the Council of Governors.

Section 3.
OTHER COUNCIL COMMITTEES. The Council of Governors may create and appoint such other committees and positions as it deems necessary and appropriate for efficient operation of the Multiple District.

ARTICLE V

MULTIPLE DISTRICT CONVENTION FUND

Section 1.
FUND TAX.  In lieu of or in addition to a multiple district convention registration fee, an annual per capita multiple district convention fund tax of 0.25 cents may be levied upon each member of each club in the multiple district and shall be collected and paid in advance by each club, except newly chartered and reorganized clubs, in two (2) semi annual payments as follows:  12.5 cents per club member on September 10th of each year to cover the semi annual period of July 1 to December 31; and 12.5 cents per club member on March 10th of each year to cover the semi annual period of January 1 to June 30 with billing of said tax to be based upon the roster of each club as of the first day of July and January respectively. This tax shall be collected from the club in each sub district and remitted to the State Administrator. The fund so collected shall be used exclusively for defraying expenses of multiple district convention and shall be paid only by multiple district checks drawn and signed by the State Administrator, the Council Chairperson or the duly authorized member of the Council of Governors.


Any club which is chartered or re-organized in a current fiscal year shall collect and pay said per capita per said fiscal year on a pro-rata basis from the first day of the second month following the date of its organization or re-organization as the case may be.

Section 2.
REMAINING FUNDS. In any fiscal year any balance remaining in the convention fund after payment of all convention administrative expenses in that year shall remain in said convention fund and become available for future convention expenses and be treated as income in any fiscal year in which expenses are made available solely for payment of such expenses.

Section 3.
FEE COLLECTION. Such registrations fees as the Council of Governors shall set may be collected, under procedures set by the Council of Governors from each delegate, alternate and guest attending the multiple district convention to defray the actual cost of convention.

Section 4.
AUDIT OR REVIEW. The Council of Governors shall provide for an annual or more frequent audit or review of the Multiple District Convention funds within sixty (60) days after the close of the convention annually.

ARTICLE VI

NOMINATION AND ENDORSEMENT-INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR

AND SECOND VICE PRESIDENT NOMINEES

Section 1.
ENDORSEMENT PROCEDURE. Subject to the provisions of the International Constitution and By-Laws, any member of a Lions Club in the Multiple District seeking endorsements at the convention of his sub-district and the multiple district as a candidate for the office of International Director or Second Vice President shall:

a.
The candidate shall secure the endorsement by the sub-district at their annual sub district convention, or if a sub district does not conduct an annual sub-district convention, the candidate shall secure the endorsement through the district cabinet.

b.
Deliver (by mail or in person) written Notice of Intention to seek such endorsement to the District Governor of his/her sub-district and the multiple district Council of Governors no less than 105 days prior to the convening date of the convention (sub and multiple) at which such question of endorsement is to be voted upon.

c. Deliver with said Notice of Intention evidence of fulfillment of the qualification for such offices set forth in the International Constitution and By Laws.

d.
No member of a Lions club in the sub district in which the state convention is being held may be endorsed for the office of International Director or Second Vice President.

Section 2.
Each Notice of Intention so delivered shall be transmitted forthwith by the Sub District Governor to the State Council Chairperson, the Liaison Committee and the Nominating Committee which shall review and perfect the same by obtaining from each prospective candidate any additional evidence of such intention and qualifications as may be necessary under the International Constitution and By Laws. The Nominating Committee   shall place in nomination at the respective convention the name of each such prospective candidate who has fulfilled said procedural and Constitutional requirements.

Section 3.
NOMINATION SPEECH. Each such nominee for endorsement shall be entitled to one seconding speech of no more than three (3) minute duration.

Section 4.
VOTE.  The vote on the question of endorsement shall be by secret written ballot, unless there shall be only one nominee seeking the same, in which event a voice vote may be taken. The nominee receiving a majority of the votes cast shall be declared endorsed (elected) as the candidate of the respective convention District (sub-or Multiple). In the event of a tie vote, or failure of one nominee to receive the required majority, on any ballot, balloting shall continue with respect to the two nominees only who received the largest number of votes on the previous ballot until one receives the required majority of the votes cast.

Section 5.
CERTIFICATION OF ENDORSEMENT.  Certification of Endorsement by the multiple district convention shall be made in writing to the International office by the multiple district official designated, and in accordance with the requirement set forth, in the International Constitution and By Laws.

Section 6.
 No endorsement of any candidacy of any member of a Lions Club in this multiple district shall be valid unless and until the provisions of the Article VI have been met.

ARTICLE VII

MISCELLANEOUS

Section 1.
FISCAL YEAR. The fiscal year of this multiple district shall be from July 1 to June 30th.

Section 2.
DISPUTE RESOLUTION.  The clubs in multiple district shall pursue all complaints, disputes or claims according to the terms and conditions of Rules of Procedure adopted from time to time, by the International Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIII

AMENDMENTS

Section 1.
AMENDING PROCEDURE.  The By Laws may be amended only at the multiple district convention by amendment reported by the Committee on Constitution and By-Laws at such annual meeting and adopted by the affirmative vote of the majority of the certified delegates voting at such meeting. No amendment shall be reported to a convention for vote unless it shall first secure approval in one of the following two methods:


a.
have been approved by the Council of Governors

b.
have been approved by resolution of convention of a sub district representing no less than fifty one percent (51%) of the total number of members of the clubs of the sub district as of July 1 of the fiscal year in which the amendment is submitted to the Council of Governors for ballot placement.

Section 2.
NOTICE. No amendment shall be so reported or voted unless the same shall have been furnished in writing to each club no less than thirty (30) days prior to the convening date of the annual convention with notice that the same will be voted upon at said convention.

Section 3.
EFFECTIVE DATE. Each amendment shall take effect at the close of the convention at which adopted unless otherwise specified in the amendment.

ARTICLE IX

EFFECTIVE TIME

Section 1
EFFECTIVE TIME. The By Laws changes shall take effect at the close of the multiple district convention at which the same is adopted by a majority of the votes cast.
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